
The Arizona cannabis community must put pressure on the Attorney General. To accomplish
this, Arizona NORML will be orchestrating a protest on Tuesday, May 26th, from 9am to 11 am
at the AG’s office located at 2005 N. Central, Phoenix, Arizona.

On March 30th, 2022, the Arizona Court of Appeals entered its opinion in the matter of Ridgell v.
Arizona Department of Child Safety. In the court’s ruling, Judge Howe reasoned, “a registered
qualifying patient’s authorized use of marijuana must be considered the equivalent of the use of
any other medication under the direction of a physician and does not constitute the use of an
illicit substance.” He continued, citing the case State v. Leuck, “But marijuana’s proper role in
society has been long debated, and the wisdom of legislation is not for this court to decide.
Therefore, the court concluded, “AMMA protects Ridgell’s use of medical marijuana, and the
Director consequently erred in placing her on the Central Registry for neglect.”

The party who loses an appeal at the court of appeals may always challenge it in the Arizona
Supreme Court. However, they must file a notice of appeal within a certain timeframe. With only
five days left to file its notice of appeal to the Supreme Court, the attorney general requested a
60-day extension, which was granted.

Arizona NORML has been involved in this case since Ms. Ridgell received an adverse ruling in
trial court. Subsequently, its former Director of Politics, Julie Gunnigle, assumed responsibility
for the appeal and played an instrumental role in securing a positive ruling. In the wake of the
attorney general’s request for an extension to consider a further appeal, the nonprofit focused
on reforming marijuana laws is organizing a protest to pressure the Attorney General to pass on
its opportunity to appeal.

Arizona NORML’s Community Liaison and Director of Civic Engagement, Allison Stein, offered
the following comment:

Physical ailments that are successfully treated with medical marijuana do not go
away when a patient becomes pregnant. In fact, some symptoms are at times
worsened by pregnancy. If a patient receives medical clearance to consume
cannabis while pregnant, the mother’s medical marijuana consumption should
not be considered grounds for neglect. Furthermore, the mother should not be
punished by being placed on the central registry, a designation that lasts
twenty-five years.



The following will be speaking:

Julie Gunnigle- Maricopa County Attorney Candidate and Ms. Ridgell’s Appellant Attorney.
Sonia Martinez- Ms Ridgell’s Administrative and Superior Court Attorney
Lindsay Ridgell- medical marijuana patient that is fighting DCS for medical marijuana use while
pregnant.
Allison Stein- Director of Civic Engagement and Community Liaison for Arizona NORML
Sarah Tryee- candidate for House of Representatives.


